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GERMANY  AND  THE  JUDGMENT 

Let  us  raise  our  thoughts  to  the  solemnity  of  the  cause  before  us. 

O  Sovereign  Lord  God,  Whose  Providence  permits  the  will  of 
men  larpely  to  make  or  mar  the  welfare  and  the  progress  of  man- 
kind, grant  us  enlightened  vision  that  in  the  nearing  day  of  great 
decision  for  humanity  we  may  judge  just  judgments. 

I. 

A  great  people  has  sinned  against  that  humanity.  Sinned  of 
long  purpose;  not  born  in  the  flash  of  anger  or  the  lust  of  sudden 
greed,  but  nurtured  through  years  of  preparation  of  mind  and 
means;  permeating  all  its  ranks  and  classes,  it'^  achievements  and 
its  aims;  infused  into  the  marrow  of  its  spirit  and  informing  the 
secret  counsels  of  its  loins.  A  people  swollen  with  the  arrogance 
of  its  own  culture  and  the  ruthless  covetousness  of  its  might,  co- 
hered to  invade  and  overwhelm  the  happy  places  of  other  peoples, 
for  world  su])remacy.  A  great,  painstaking,  efficient  people,  weld- 
ing and  wielding  all  the  collective  elements  of  its  power  for  that 
invasion  and  domination  by  brute  force ;  willing,  for  success 
towards  that  supremacy,  to  become  the  embodiment  of  frightful- 
ncss  among  the  nations,  and  a  living  lie  to  honor,  to  decency, 
to  the  sacredness  of  compacts  and  of  the  rights  of  others.  A 
people,  the  docile  agent,  instrument  and  executioner  of  the  plans 
and  acts  so  formulateil  and  carried  out:  acclaiming  with  genera! 
approbation  the  things  so  done: — in  deeds,  intolerable:  in  state- 
ments and  pledges,  unbelievable — the  people  of  Germany,  the  Ger- 
man people. 

This  is  the  culprit  before  the  judgment  seat  of  the  world. 

Merely  to  circumscribe  the  guilt  to  a  ruler  or  a  clique,  or  simply 
to  a  form  of  government,  would  be  a  dangerous  sophistication  of 
the  facts  It  might  prove  susceptible  of  evasion  of  just  punish- 
ment of  the  German  people  for  their  collective  and  myriad  handed 
misdeeds — deeds  done  through  them  and  by  them,  and  hailed  sub- 
stantially in  universal  voice,  with  the  sanction  of  national  appro- 
bations. It  would  mean  only  singling  out  a  scapegoat.  Guilty 
enough!  God  knows.  But  truly  epitomizing  the  spirit,  the  temper, 
the  general  abetting  and  collective  complicity  of  the  people.  There 
never  was  perhaps  a  more  willing,  a  more  unitedly  co-operating 
people  in  the  schemes,  the  methods  and  the  acts  of  its  rulers  than 
the  German  people.  If  tiiey  did  not  truly  share  and  glory  in  thos^ 
schemes  and  in  those  acts,  no  people  ever  did. 

No  party  in  German  political  life  can  shirk  its  participation  in 
the  general  purposes  and  the  acts  attending  the  War.  Centrists, 
liberals,  the  official  representatives  of  the  Socialist  party,  as  wcU 
as  the  Conservatives,  have  proven  their  adhesion  and  complicity. 
They  all  are  tarred  with  the  same  pitch.    The  financial,  industrial 


and  commercial  cla<iscs  liave  hcen  zealous  .md  active  accomplices, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  we  well  know.  The  Press,  the  teach- 
ing bodies,  the  men  of  science,  have  approved  and  defended  the 
doctrines  and  deeds  of  the  government. 

Where  are  the  just  men  in  Gomorrah?  The  essence  of  brnte 
force  and  brutality  lies  right  in  the  protoplasm  of  the  nation. 
There  can  be  no  wrenching  away  from  these  brute  facts. 

Xo.  The  culprit  at  the  bar  of  justice  is  the  German  people— 
the  German  mind,  the  German  character,  the  German  "Ktiltur." 
and  the  German  doing. 

There  can  be  no  equivocation.  The  one  thing  essential,  impera- 
tive, radically  required,  is  a  thorougligoing  change  of  heart  in  the 
German  people.  .And  that  change  can  only  be  effected,  not  by  a 
change  of  clothes,  but  by  a  thoroughgoing  chastening. 

It  does  imply  destruction  of  their  military  power,  and  it  im- 
plies humiliation  meet  for  repentance.  But  it  must  be  brought 
home  beyond  cavil  to  the  mind  and  to  the  consciousness  of  the 
whole  people. 

The  end  may  come  quick,  or  it  may  come  late.  It  can  only 
come  rii^ht  by  the  complete  defeat  of  the  armed  force  of  Germany; 
or  its  unconditional  laying  down  of  arms,  in  absolute  confession 
of  defeat. 

This  is  unmistakably  the  voice  and  the  message  in  straight 
American  of  the  American  people  to  the  German  people. 

They  must  cry  "Kamerad" ;  but  they  must  mean  "Kamerad  ' 

-HANDS  UP! 

II. 

We,  in  some  ways,  perhaps  the  least  warlike  of  great  countries ; 
at  a  time,  in  many  ways,  perhaps  under  the  most  pacifist  of  tenden- 
cies;  kept  reluctant  almost  to  the  verge  of  humiliation  from  re- 
senting the  outrages  inflicted  on  us  and  from  taking  sides  in  the 
great  moral  issues  of  the  world; — we  finally  were  compelled  like 
an  unwilling  giant  to  shake  our  huge  strength,  and  to  hail  our 
sons  from  all  their  peaceful  ways  to  arms: — resolved  thenceforth 
to  defeat  completely,  thoroughly,  lastingly,  tlie  plans  and  processes 
of  Germany;  to  redress  the  misdeeds,  the  aggressions  and  op- 
pressions committed  by  her;  and  in  so  doing  to  make  secure  the 
rights,  the  liberties  and  the  peace  of  mankind. 

Now  that  the  rainbow  of  victory  arches  over  the  banners  of 
our  allies  and  our  own,  and  the  triumph  of  right  and  justice  looms 
nearer  and  more  clear,  what  shall  be  the  judgment  pronounced 
and  enforced  by  the  great  arcopagus  of  victimized  and  outraged 
■  liumanity  ? 

It  must  be  a  complete  vindication  of  the  truth;  a  complete  vindi- 
cation of  justice,  and  a  complete  security  of  peace.  First.  There 
must  be  a  complete  vindication  of  the  truth.    The  fundamental  lie 


of  Germany  must  be  stamped  false  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  her 
own  people.    Else,  never  can  sincerity  rule  her  counsels. 

I  see  the  page  of  History  open  before  us — the  page  that  regis- 
ters this  time,  these  days.  It  is  stained  with  horrors  and  with 
crimes;  it  is  I)U]rred  with  blood  and  tears.  It  reeks  with  infamies 
jierpetrated  in  the  glare  of  modern  enlightenment : — Conceived, 
initiated,  effectuated  by  whom  ?  Who  unloosed  these  things 
upon  the  world?  Who  deliberately  prepared  and  enacted  their 
monstrous  execution?  What  beasts  among  men  actually  did  these 
things  ? 

The  World  knows  the  answer.  At  the  head  of  the  page  it  stands 
written :  Germany  lies.  She  has  continued  to  lie.  As  it  was 
written :    Thou  art  a  liar,  and  the  father  of  lies. 

Now.  the  first  judgment  is  clear.  We  cannot  permit  the  Ger- 
man lie  to  remain  and  befoul  the  truth  and  the  issues.  We  can- 
not believe  anything  which  comes  from  Germany  until  she  sin- 
cerely repudiates  her  lies.  Truth  is  truth.  Right  is  right.  The 
decency  of  truth,  as  well  as  decency  of  deed,  must  obtain  as  the 
inidisputed  standard  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Klse  civili- 
zation fails.  They  must  be  stripped  of  assurance,  these  lies ; 
ripped  of  vesture,  of  poisonous  perfidy  :^ — from  the  secret  councils 
of  Potsdam,  to  the  brazen  mendacities  of  Brest  Litovsk.  A  lie 
left  to  stay  putrid  breeds  pestilence,  pollutes  good  faith,  for- 
fonds  future  dealings,  and  defaces  History.  It  must  be  wholly 
cast  out. 

So.  at  least,  that  our  children  and  our  children's  children  may 
not  misread  or  misdoubt  the  truth,  the  facts  and  the  deeds. 

It  is  of  instant  and  immediate  importance  so  that  we  may  not 
be  open  to  the  contagion  of  new  lies  and  new  deceits;  not  suc- 
cumb to  the  adroit  speciosities  of  sympathizers  or  compromisers, 
nor  yield  to  the  weak  vacillities  of  those  who  never  Would 
whiplash  the  desecrators  of  the  Truth's  temple,  nor  the  doers  of 
foul  things.  It  is  indeed  of  urgent  need  firmly  to  fix  this  standard 
on  the  mind.  For  well  we  know  that  increasing  disasters  to 
German  arms  will  be  accompanied  increasingly  by  scheming  ap- 
proaches— peace  drives,  unpartnered  by  even  the  semblance  of  re- 
pentance, and  measured  only  by  self-advantage  or  escape.  Not 
l)y  a  single  thought  of  regret  or  sincerity.  For  better  than  ever 
we  should  know  that  a  German  peace  drive  is  a  German  war 
drive  in  disguise;  seeming  to  yield  something  in  order  to  with- 
hold better,  from  some  stronger  ground  of  vantage.  And  this 
will  be  so  until  the  plain  confession  of  surrender. 

III. 

A  second  judgment  must  be  a  complete  vindication  of  justice. 

Germany  must  be  punished.  That  is  inevitable.  It  is  an  in- 
exorable consequence  of  her  deeds.  Apologists  and  sympathizers 
may  plead.    In  the  end  it  will  prove  inescapable. 

If  the  murdered  men,  women  and  children;  the  martyred  com- 


miinities;  the  destroyed  and  defaced  regions;  if  the  crippled  hves 
fated  to  remain  un-whole  or  deformed  for  their  ensuing  days; 
if  i\\  the  atrocities,  infamies.  Ibestiahties,  committed  with 
fnil  malice  in  behalf  of.  and  by.  and  tliroush  the  German 
people — "according  to  plan"— are  to  be  wholly  condoned,  written 
ofif.  soon  forgotten  :—nnexpiated :— then  Humanity  itself  may  well 
shiver  in  its  shame. 

No.  Germany  must  be  punished.  It  is  not  the  mere  case  of 
interchanges  and  adjustments  between  Kings,  rulers  and  chief 
magistrates.  N'ot  merely  the  personal  views  and  arrangements  of 
a  few  statesmen,  whatever  their  rank  or  name.  It  is  the  case  of  a 
people  brought  upstanding  in  its  guilt,  with  the  blood  and  the 
foulness  on  its  hands,  to  answer  unto  the  other  peoples  whom 
it  has  assaulted,  slaughtered,  ravaged,  martyrized  and  outraged. 

There  can  be  and  there  will  be  penalty:  there  can  be  and  there 
will  be  humiliation;  there  can  be  and  there  will  be  abridgment 
of  power ;  there  can  and  shall  be  complete  redress  so  far  as  wrongs 
can  be  righted  and  injuries  repaired: — fttll  restoration  and  com- 
f>cnsation. 

Germany  shall  retain  no  conquests ;  neither  shall  her  accom- 
plices. She  shall  keep  no  loot.  But  further,  there  must  be  com- 
pensation for  the  wanton  destruction,  devastation  and  despoilment 
which  she  has  committed.  And  further,  populations  and  races 
long  chafing  under  her  yoke,  or  that  of  those  accomplices,  must  be 
liberated. 

Names?    Countries,  provinces,  territories,  localities — those  she 
deemed  "pawns" ;  those  she  meant  as  "Keeps" ;  those  she  had  long 
"annexed" : — she  know^s  them  each  and  all ;  West  and  Fast.  North 
and  South.    Who  better?    She  stole  them,  by  brute  force.— 
vtean  every  one  of  them. 

There  can  be  but  one  outcome.  The  handwriting  is  on  the  wall. 
This  can  be  no  half  won  fight.  There  will  be  no  partial  failure 
or  incomplete  result.  The  cost  to  mankind  has  been  too  im- 
mense ;  the  issues  too  radical  and  universal ;  the  assault  upon 
humanity  too  extensive  and  flagitious.  There  is  no  middle  ground 
for  parley.  And  the  Hi^h  Court  of  the  World  will  accept  no 
casuistries  and  no  limitations. 

To  the  cause  and  the  issues  to  which  we  have  pledged  our 
full  manhood  and  resources,  our  honor  and  our  loyalty,  there  will 
be  default  in  nothing.  We  can  lessen  them  in  nothing.  The 
American  people  will  be  neither  wearied  nor  exhausted,  neither 
entrapped  nor  diverted.  The  German  people  can  forecast  for 
themselves  the  ultimate  event. 

But  let  them  have  care.  The  time  grows  sterner  each  day 
when  the  voices  of  our  lost  sons,  the  voices  of  their  living  brothers, 
pitched  to  just  wrath  by  the  continued  wanton  devastations  and 
atrocities  of  Germany,  may  overwhelm  the  final  whinings  of 
her  terror,  and  exact  that  such  a  people,  barbarous  to  the  last, 
shall  be  shut  out  from  the  society  of  men. 


IV. 


For  ourselves,  fortuned  by  Providence  to  possess  as  of  birth- 
right institutions  inspired  by  the  happy  union  of  buoyant  liberty 
joined  to  the  sacredness  of  others'  rights;  instilled  with  love  of 
freedom  together  with  respect  for  justice  and  good  order;  covet- 
ous of  none,  but  fired  with  energy  to  build  freely  the  structure 
of  our  lives  by  self  exertion,  and  firm  to  hold  and  enjoy  securely 
what  we  do  achieve;  endowed  with  equal  rights  and  equal  safety 
to  person  and  property;  with  equal  opportunity  to  all — yes,  this 
is  the  air  we  breathe,  native  to  the  land,  instinctive  of  liberty  and 
of  enterprise,  the  glory  and  the  appeal  of  our  land  to  the  people 
of  every  land  ; — for  all  these  things,  let  us  be  reverentially  grate- 
ful;  of  all  these  things  let  us  be  ever  remindful;  let  us  cherish 
these  things  more  and  more,  which  made  our  welfare  and  secured 
our  prosperity.  And  let  us  be  always  vigilant  that  in  nothing  they 
he  littlcd  or  impaired. 

Stalwart  against  our  foes,  with  full  loyalty  to  our  friends, 
straight-spoken  to  ail;  let  us  be  forever  watchful  as  well  against 
iconoclasms  from  below  as  against  despotisms  from  above.  Wise- 
ly scrutinous  of  aught  which  might  impair  the  splendid  fabric  of 
our  organic  life.  Patriotically  and  intelligently  critical.  For 
honest  and  fearless  criticism  is  of  the  essence  of  liberty;  the  stamp 
and  the  guard  of  freemen.  Respecters  of  others ;  adulators  of 
none.    Lovers  of  our  country. 

And  so  let  us  continue  to  deserve  and  to  fulfil  the  glorious 
promise  of  our  magnificent  future. 

ALBERT  REYNAUD. 


October  12,  i918. 
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